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NORMAN W. KNEPPER,  M. D. 

There is no doubt that the talents of the parents are often inherit 
their children. This' fact has been illustrated in nun~berless instance 
the success of Dr. Norman W. Ibepper ,  of Co,llins, is additional evi 
in its favor. The father of Dr. Icnepper was a highly successful phy 
and the son has demonstrated during an experience of more than tw 
years at Collins that he possesses rare ability in the practice of the heal 
art. He is a native of Berlin, Pennsylvania, born July 17, 1853, a s 
Frederick ant1 Elizabeth (Lint) Kncpper, both of whom were nativ 
Berlin. The father was a graduate of the College of Physicians and 
geons, of Philadelphia, and practiced at Berlin, gaining acknowledged 
inence in his profession. H e  passed away in 1874 in the prime of h 
being only forty-four years of age. The mother is still living at 
and has now reached her seventy-ninth year. 

Norman SV. Icnepper received his preliminary education in the 
schools and at sixteen years of age tooli up the study,of dentistry, atten 
the PhiladelpIlia College of Dental Surgery. H e  practiced at Berlin 
1877, when he came to Clyde, Iowa, and began reading medicine 
Dr. Ritchey. In the fall of 1878 he entered the medical department 
Iowa State University ana in 1880 became connected with the Long Is1 
College I-Iospital at New York city, continuing in his studies there f 
years, during the last eight months of which time he was on the st 
hospital surgeons. I-Ie was graduated with the title of M. D. in 1882, 
immediately afterward came to Collins, although there was at that time 
four or five houses-in the town. The zeal he has devoted to his pro 
and the intercst he has taken in his patients have led to a marl<ed 
of success an(! he ranlis toclay as one of the most prominent physic 
this part of& state. ___. -- 
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On the 4th of July, 1879) Dr. Knepper was united in marriage t 
t, of Nevada, a daughter of Moses and Catherine (McLain) 

parents came from Rhode Island to Story county in 1874 and too 
residence at Nevada. Two children were born to  Dr. and Mrs. Icnep- 

ed, deceased; and Sayre. The  mother of these children departed 
in April, 1894) and the Doctor was married March 17, 1909, to Miss 
ence, a daughter of William J. Pence, a carpenter, now living a t  

Rapids but formerly a resident of Collins township. 
ofessionally Dr. Icnepper is a valued member of the Iowa State Med- 

Society and the Story County Medical Society and fraternally he is 
ed with Fervent Lodge No. 513, A. I?. & A. M.;  Amity Lodge No. 
'0. 0. F.; and Crescent Camp No. 2358, M. W. A. H e  gives his 
support to the republican party but has never sought political honors, 
me and attention are allnost wholly given to the duties of his pro- 

. H e  was the pioneer physician of Collins and has witnessed the 
ransformation from a struggling hamlet to a beautiful modern town 
d with all the comforts and conveniences of an up-to-date city. Dur- 

1s time he has made a ho,st of friends by his kindly ministrations and 
spirit and he ranlts today as one of the most honored citizens of a 
i~oted for the intelligence and progressiveness of its people. 



OBITUARY
Dr. Norman W. Knepper

From: "Collins Iowa 1882-1982 A Century of Living"
and "Remember When - - - Collins & Collins Twp. 1848 - 1976 by Verlie Huggins"
Pg 47

Collins Gazette: December 7, 1916: (from obituary of Dr. N.W. Knepper

Norman W. Knepper received his preliminary education in the public schools and at
sixteen years of age took of the of dentistry, attending the Philadelphia College of
Dentistry.  He practiced in Berlin (Pa) until 1877, when he came to Clyde, Iowa, and
began reading medicine under Dr. Ritchey.  In the fall of 1878 he entered the
medical department of the Iowa State University and in 1880 became connected
with the Long Island College Hospital in New York City, continuing in his studies
therefore two years, during the last eight months of which time he was on the staff
of hospital surgeons.  he graduated with the title of M.D. in 1882 and immediately
afterward came to Collins, although there was at that time only 4 or 5 houses in
town.

UPDATE:  Mr. Knepper came to Collins in August 1882.   Dr. Knepper died in his
sleep after having been in a precarious condition for some weeks.  He died
November 29, 1916 at age 63.
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